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KCGM Storm Damage Update 
 
The extent of the damage caused by a severe thunderstorm at KCGM on Friday is 
still being assessed. Around 3.30pm on 4th December, tornado-like conditions 
swept through parts of the operation, causing significant damage.  

The mobile fleet maintenance workshops were the worst hit; with major structural 
damage, power, communication and water services being cut. The Open Pit 
administration office was also damaged, with the entrance doors being blown in and 
internal ceiling panels collapsing. A number of large trees were also uprooted and 
power lines brought down. 

KCGM General Manager Ian Butler said the storm was so intense it was lucky there 
weren’t more serious injuries.  

“One person received a fracture in his foot, and three others were treated for minor 
first aid injuries,” he said. 

“Thankfully our operations were partially suspended due to nearby lightning, so 
most people were safely inside when the storm hit.” 

A full assessment of the damage at KCGM is still being carried out, in partnership 
with the mobile maintenance contractors.  

“Our priorities are to get power and communication reinstated to all areas, and  
perform a full structural assessment, to ensure the areas are safe before we start 
the clean-up,” Mr Butler said. 

“Staff from the affected areas were sent home after the storm on Friday. While work 
has now resumed in most areas, the mobile maintenance area remains off limits.”  

The damage to the mobile maintenance workshop forced the cancellation of 
KCGM’s entry of a 793 Haul Truck in the St Barbara’s Parade on Saturday. 
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 Photo 1: Mobile Maintenance Workshop from a distance 

mailto:jniemand@kalgold.com.au


 

 
Photo 2: Mobile Maintenance Workshop Up Close 

 

  

Photo 3: Open Pits Administration Building entrance 



 Photo 4: Trees down 
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